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ORLEANS — The Baker-Polito Administration today announced over $2 million in grant funding has been
awarded to 82 towns and cities across the Commonwealth to complete climate change vulnerability
assessments and develop resiliency plans through the Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP)
program. The grant and designation program, which builds on Governor Baker’s Executive Order 569 as
well as other administration-led state and local partnerships, provides communities with technical
support, climate change data and planning tools to identify hazards and develop strategies to improve
resilience. The grant awardees, representing 43 percent of municipalities in the state, across all regions of
the Commonwealth, were announced by Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Matthew Beaton, as
part of a tour of storm damage on the beaches of the outer Cape.
“The Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness program is the cornerstone of our administration’s efforts to
work with communities on further reducing greenhouse gas emissions and protecting residents,
municipalities and businesses from the impacts of climate change,” said Governor Charlie Baker.
“Municipalities on the front lines of climate change, so we are proud to provide our communities the
resources, data and planning tools they need to build resiliency to severe weather and other impacts.”
“These communities are stepping up to the challenge of climate change by working together to identify
their vulnerabilities, strengthen resilience and help us build a stronger Commonwealth,” said Lieutenant
Governor Karyn Polito. “We look forward to partnering with now over 40 percent of all cities and towns to
ensure the safety of residents and the health of critical environmental resources.”
Through the MVP Program, municipalities work through a community-based workshop process to
identify key climate-related hazards, vulnerabilities and strengths, develop adaptation actions, and
prioritize next steps.  Results of the workshops and planning efforts will be used to inform existing local
plans, grant applications, and policies, such as local hazard mitigation plans. 
These awards are part of a larger $5 million investment in the MVP program in 2018 by the Baker-Polito
Administration, which represents a ten-fold increase over 2017 funding levels. Of that funding, $3 million
will be awarded through MVP Action Grants, which will help communities implement priorities identified
through their MVP planning process.
“The severe damage caused by this winter’s Nor’easters illustrates how incredibly important it is that we
plan and prepare now for the impacts of climate change,” said Energy and Environmental Affairs
Secretary Matthew Beaton. “We applaud the leadership and initiative of these 82 communities that are
partnering with the Commonwealth to take vital steps towards building climate resilience for their
residents, infrastructure, businesses and environment.”
The MVP program is led in each town by an experienced Project Coordinator from the town with a core
team of town staff and volunteers representing town planning departments, emergency managers,
conservation commissioners, economic councils, the business community and other key stakeholders.
Technical assistance is delivered by state-certified MVP providers using a standardized toolkit for
assessing vulnerability and developing strategies, and newly developed climate projections and data from
the Northeast Climate Science Center at UMass-Amherst. Upon successful completion of the program,
municipalities are designated as a “Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP) program community,”
which enables them to compete in EEA’s MVP Action Grant program. 
The following communities will receive funding to complete the planning process:
Municipality Total Award Municipality Total Award
Boston-Metro Northeast
Concord $33,000 Amesbury $38,000
Dedham $28,000 Andover $29,000
Everett $49,500 Beverly $32,500
Newton $48,000 Boxford $15,000
Quincy $45,500 Chelmsford $31,000
Revere $33,500 Ipswich $15,000
Waltham $41,500 Lynn $45,500
Woburn $29,000 Methuen $32,000
Total (8) $308,000 Nahant $15,000
Cape and Islands Salisbury $17,000
Barnstable $35,500 Wenham $20,000
Bourne $18,000 Total (13) $290,000
Brewster $20,000 Southeast
Chatham $15,000 Bridgewater $26,000
Eastham $25,000 Brockton $47,000
Edgartown $17,000 Canton $24,500
Nantucket $22,000 Easton $24,500
Oak Bluffs $20,000 Fall River $49,000
Orleans $25,000 Hingham $19,500
Provincetown $27,500 Hull $15,000
Tisbury $20,000 Kingston $20,000
Wellfleet & Truro $15,000 Lakeville & Rochester $28,000
Yarmouth $24,500 North Attleborough $26,000
Total (14) $284,500 Norton & Mansfield $38,500
Central Rockland $28,000
Auburn $18,000 Total (12) $346,000
Brookfield $28,000 Western
Clinton $20,000 Amherst $29,000
Harvard $35,000 Chicopee $50,000
Hudson $18,000 Dalton $22,000
Leicester $20,000 Erving $20,000
Sutton $15,000 Easthampton $28,000
Uxbridge $15,000 Granby $15,000
West Boylston $15,000 Longmeadow $18,000
Worcester $100,000 Monson $20,000
Total (10) $284,000 North Adams $30,000
MetroWest Palmer $25,000
Burlington $26,000 Pittsfield $35,500
Framingham $44,500 Plainfield $25,000
Lexington $32,500 Sandisfield $20,000
Lincoln $20,000 Sheffield $22,000
Marlborough $31,000 Southwick $15,000
Medfield $20,000 Total (15) $374,500
Millis $21,000    
Sudbury $33,000    
Wayland $25,000    
Walpole $21,000    
Total (9) $274,000    
TOTAL AWARDS $2,161,000
   
“After the horrendous winter the Cape and Islands experienced, it only make sense to make sure that any
new infrastructure improvements made here can stand the test of both time and the environment,” said
State Representative William Crocker (R-Centerville). “The first step in that process will be planning those
improvements and I am very happy to see the Baker-Polito Administration has awarded the Towns of
Barnstable and Yarmouth funding to help make that possible.”
“It is important to achieve coordination between communities and the commonwealth’s administration
with issues related to climate change and other coastal vulnerabilities,” said State Representative Randy
Hunt (R-Sandwich). “Our communities appreciate the continued support and growing relationship to aid
in developing plans that address local needs and preparedness.”
“After the battering that the Cape Cod coastline took this winter causing extensive erosion and property
damage, these MVP grants are truly welcome, needed, and appreciated,” said State Representative Sarah
Peake (D-Provincetown). “The Baker-Polito administration and Secretary Beaton are the real “MVPs,”
helping our communities through this grant program to better prepare for climate change and future
storm events.”
“I’m afraid that last winter’s coastal flooding and damage to our beaches was a stark reminder of how
vulnerable Cape Cod, Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket are to climate change,” said State Senator Julian
Cyr (D-Truro). “Our residents know firsthand that action is needed to improve our resiliency to protect our
towns and beautiful coastal environment, and I commend the Baker Administration for working directly
with our municipalities to provide state funding support.”      
To further assist communities in planning for climate change impacts, the Baker-Polito Administration
recently launched a new website, the resilient MA Climate Clearinghouse, to provide communities access
to the best science and data on expected climate change impacts, information on planning and actions
communities can deploy to build resiliency and avoid loss, and links to important grant programs and
technical assistance. The site, which was built with data developed through a partnership between EEA,
the Northeast Climate Center at UMass-Amherst and the Northeast States for Coordinated Air Use
Management, provides access to statewide climate change projections showing how temperature,
precipitation and sea level rise will change through the end of the century, which any user can overlay with
other data of interest, including information on emergency facilities, infrastructure and natural resources.
As part of the Baker-Polito Administration’s commitment to combat and prepare for climate change,
Governor Baker recently filed legislation to authorize over $1.4 billion in capital allocations for investments
in safeguarding residents, municipalities and businesses from the impacts of climate change, protecting
environmental resources, and investing in communities. The legislation would put into law essential
components of Governor Baker’s Executive Order 569, which established an integrated strategy for
climate change adaptation across the Commonwealth, including the Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness
(MVP) program and the Statewide Hazard Mitigation and Adaptation Plan – a blueprint to protect
residents, communities, and local economies. The funding available through these grant programs builds
upon the Baker-Polito Administration’s ongoing efforts to mitigate and adapt to climate change. 
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EEA seeks to protect, preserve, and enhance the Commonwealth’s environmental resources
while ensuring a clean energy future for the state’s residents. Through the stewardship of open
space, protection of environmental resources, and enhancement of clean energy, the Executive
Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs works tirelessly to make Massachusetts a wonderful
place to live, work, and raise a family.
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